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to the line of the Maine, there were some who
talked as if the war were already ended.
This was not by any means entirely the fault
of the public, for a strict censorship had con-
cealed from us in Great Britain that gigantic de-
feat of the Russians at the end of August known
now as the battle of Tannenberg. There the
Russian General Samsonoff had been drawn on to
the lakes of East Prussia by Hindenburg, and a
second Cannae had been achieved. A vast num-
ber of Russians had been killed and captured;
905OOG had been taken prisoners, and no less
than 516 guns captured.1
All these things were known to Mr. Lloyd
George ; and he did not possess the faculty, some-
what common in high places, of persuading him-
self that an inconvenient fact must necessarily
be untrue. Nor was he so bemused by the
censorship as to believe that you could make an
unpleasant fact untrue simply by keeping it
secret. He knew by the beginning of September
that the theory of the Russian " steam-roller "
must be set aside. He had realised already that
the main effort would now lie with England. That
was what gave so much sobriety to his outlook.
As the last months of 1914 passed by, the situa-
tion as a whole certainly did not improve. The
Russian invasion of Eastern Prussia was definitely
stayed. There were indeed certain compen-
sations. In September the Russians seized
Eastern Galicia and the Bukovina. In those
months the Serbians, with heroic valour,, three
1 See the full account in Ludendorff's War Memories (vol. i.
pp. 41-72).